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coarse, and not to be compared with the ** white pear9?
growing aronnd Peking.
A few miles beyond Pin Chon we passed through a small
village at the foot of a high sandstone cliff, far np in the
face of which a number of little temples had been
excavated; access is gained to them by ladders hanging
down the rock. All around these temples little niches
have been cut in the cliff, and in them the people light
small lamps so numerous that the whole surface of the
rock has become blackened by the smoke. This hill is
called Hua-kuo shan, " the hill of flowers and fruits," from
the beauty and excellence of the flowers and pears which
grow on its flank.
About five miles farther on we came to the " Big Buddha
temple" (Ta Fo ssii).1 The valley is here bounded on its
southwestern side by a bed of sandstone over a hundred
feet thick. In the vertical face of the rock a number of
cave-temples have been cut; only one, however, is still in
repair. The chamber constituting the temple is circular,
about fifty feet in diameter and sixty high, in shape im-
perfectly spherical, the top ending in a cone- The rock
inside the chamber has only been partly removed, the
greater portion of it having been sculptured into a colos-
sal statue of the Buddha seated cross-legged on a lotus,
with raised right hand and opened left, the conventional
representation of the Buddha preaching. On either side
of this figure, but a little in front of it, are two statues
of demiurges. The statue of the Buddha is about forty-
five feet high, the others, twenty; all three are thoroughly
Chinese in shape aixd ornamentation, and are covered
with a thick coating of paint and gold-foil The temple
is entered by an archway passing under a high, brick ter-
i Kreitner transcribes its name " Ta-fh-zh " I